
 

Summary 
 
The TUM Venture Lab Food / Agro / Biotech (FAB) is a joint venture between TUM and 
UnternehmerTUM. As one of twelve incubators within Europe's largest start-up hub, it fosters 
innovations in food tech and life sciences at the Life Science Campus in Freising 
Weihenstephan. Start-ups receive free of charge and equity-free access to laboratories, 
TUM's research infrastructure, and a robust industry network. 
 
 
The TUM Venture Lab Food / Agro / Biotech (FAB) acts as a central innovation driver at the 
Life Science Campus in Freising-Weihenstephan. As a strategic joint venture between the 
Technical University of Munich (TUM) and UnternehmerTUM, the institution—founded in 
2020—is one of twelve sector-specific incubators and is thus firmly embedded in Europe's 
largest and leading start-up hub. The FAB forms the central interface between cutting-edge 
university research, emerging start-ups, established industrial enterprises, and the general 
public. The institution's overarching strategic goal is to actively accelerate structural change 
in the food-tech and life science sectors. In doing so, it aims to significantly drive the agrifood 
and biotech revolution through the targeted support of sustainable, innovative business 
models. The incubator's integrative support concept systematically serves stakeholders 
across the entire innovation value chain. The FAB bridges the critical gap between the 
laboratory and the open market by providing doctoral candidates, postdoctoral researchers, 
and students with the necessary business expertise and methodical support to seamlessly 
transfer scientific innovations into real-world market applications. Already formed founder 
teams that can present initial ideas, patents, or physical prototypes are admitted into 
incubation programs to maximize their market potential within the dynamic Munich 
ecosystem. For the established business community, the Venture Lab simultaneously acts 
as a highly qualified scouting partner and direct innovation channel, granting companies 
early access to disruptive technologies and outstanding talent in the fields of agro, food, and 
biotech. To successfully overcome the structural, massive barriers to market entry in the life 
sciences, the TUM Venture Lab FAB provides the supported teams with an extensive, 
resource-rich ecosystem. This offering encompasses essential physical infrastructure, such 
as modern office and laboratory spaces, highly specialized food-safe rooms, maker spaces, 
and direct access to the Technical University of Munich's Tech Core Facilities for complex 
experimental procedures. The institutional framework and close ties to the TUM School of 
Life Sciences guarantee a continuous, high-quality scientific exchange. Accompanying this, 
the incubator facilitates crucial industry contacts, actively assists with the complex 
acquisition of funding, and connects entrepreneurs, investors, and industry experts within a 
highly collaborative community for mutual, sector-specific knowledge transfer. A standout 
feature in the market environment is the highly founder-friendly structure of the entire 
program. The comprehensive support provided by the TUM Venture Lab FAB is completely 
free of charge for participants and is categorically equity-free. In return for this extensive 
institutional backing, the funded start-up teams are expected solely to demonstrate an 
exceptionally high level of commitment, to work consistently on their own entrepreneurial 
vision, and to actively and sustainably contribute to the further development of the internal 
start-up community  


